
 

 

 
Go To College Or Work– 

Not War! 
 

 
 
 
There are lots of opportunities for study, job training and work 
after you finish high school. We want you to know about as many 
of them as possible.  
 
This pamphlet has information about the steps you can take to go 
to college. There is also information on job training programs and 
on paid community service opportunities. 
 



 

 

College: Find out about scholarships and loans 
The first step is to talk to the guidance counselor at your high school or at a 
college you’re interested in. These counselors should help you find the right school 
and ways to pay for it. 
 
Places to get help 
The Door, (212) 966-1017, www.door.org, 555 Broome Street/6th Avenue in 
Manhattan. They have several programs that offer guidance for young people who 
want to go to college. The Door provides many services for youth aged 12-21. The 
first step is to become a member. Just walk in and go to the Member Services 
Dept. (Mondays-Thursdays from 2-5 pm, Wednesdays 2-7). You’ll have an interview 
and a counselor will help you sign up for the programs you’d like. 

Education and Jobs Information Center (EJIC) is located at the Cadman Plaza 
West Library, 280 Cadman Plaza West in Brooklyn, (718) 623-7000. Lots of 
subways stop nearby, including the R, the 2,3 and the 4 and the 5. The A and the F 
trains stop a few blocks away. Ask a librarian about the Skills, Training, Education 
Project (STEP) located here and at many other branch locations. If you connect 
with STEP you can meet one-to-one with a librarian who is trained to help people 
find jobs and/or go to college. 

Ways to get money for college 
The first step in getting money for college is to download a Free Application for 
Federal Student Aid (FAFSA). This will give you information about grants, loans and 
work-study programs in English or Spanish. Check out fafsa.ed.gov online. Ask your 
school guidance counselor for help.   
 
The New York State Higher Education Service Corporation (HESC) financial 
guide at hesc.com has useful information about funding your education. 
 
The Higher Education Opportunity Program (HEOP) (www.heop.org) provides 
financial aid to economically and educationally disadvantaged residents to study at 
private institutions. 
 
The Horatio Alger NY Scholarship Program gives out 25 awards of $5,000 each. 
hortioalger.org/scholarships, (yes, there’s no a in “hortio” in this website address!) 
 
Think about New York City and New York State colleges   
The State University of New York (SUNY) has 64 campuses. Three-quarters of 
its students get some form of financial aid. SUNY has a Metropolitan Recruitment 
Center (MRC) in Manhattan where SUNY staff can answer your questions about 



 

 

scholarships and financial aid, offer one-to-one college search counseling and help 
you fill out an application.  Go to suny.edu/student/mrc.cfm or google SUNY 
Metropolitan Recruitment Center. MRC is at 33 W.42nd Street, opposite Bryant 
Park, open 9-4:30, Monday through Friday. Drop in or make an appointment at 212 
364-5821 or email csr@suny.edu. 
 
Consider CUNY: 
The City University of New York has eleven four-year colleges and six community 
colleges. The SEEK Program and the College Discovery Program are designed to help 
students with academic and financial needs. For more information go to cuny.edu or 
call the admissions office at 212 997-2869. And when you choose a college, be sure 
to talk to an advisor. 
 
 
Jobs and Job Training 
Workforce1 is a service provided by the NYC Department of Small Business 
Services that prepares and connects people with jobs. To find out what is offered 
in different boroughs - and the sites of Workforce1 offices, check out 
nyc.gov/workforce1.  
 
In Brooklyn, check out Workforce 1 Career Center, 9 Bond Street, 5th floor, 
Brooklyn, New York, 11201.  Start here by attending an orientation on Mondays and 
Wednesdays at 10 am or Tuesdays and Thursdays at 1 pm. Call (718) 246-5219 to 
double check before going. Job seekers should dress nicely.  By subway: take the A 
or C to Hoyt-Schermerhorn, the A, C or F to Jay Street-Metrotech, the R to 
DeKalb or the IRT to Nevins. Workforce1 offers a Health Services program at 
LaGuardia Community College in Long Island City. 
  
Job training (and sometimes job placement) 
Many places offer training for particular jobs. Some programs are run by colleges, 
some by vocational and technical schools and some by community groups. Many of 
the institutions listed below also offer GED preparation courses and English 
courses and help you prepare for interviews. 
 
Most CUNY schools (both 2 and 4 year colleges) offer shorter-and-longer term 
career oriented programs – with and without certification. They try to make these 
courses affordable and in some cases they’re free. Often financial aid is available. 
To find out what courses are offered, google the name of the college+continuing 
education. For example: Hunter College Continuing Education. (Among other 
offerings, Hunter has a medical translating certificate in several languages for 
people who are bilingual.) 



 

 

 
Think about NYC Technical and Vocational Schools 
NYC Technical College, 300 Jay Street, Brooklyn, NY 11210, citytech.cuny.edu, 
718-260-5000. “City Tech” has both two and four year programs – and a Division of 
Continuing Education for those who are entering the job market and for those who 
want to improve their skills. “City Tech” offers many certificate programs, including 
Air-conditioning, Construction Management, Heating Equipment, Video Technology 
and Dental Assistant training. The tuition varies depending on the course taken – 
and many kinds of vouchers are accepted. The Division of Continuing Education has 
a walk-in office at 25 Chapel Street in Brooklyn or you can visit 
citytech.cuny.edu/academics/continuinged or call 718-552-1170. LaGuardia 
Community College (www.lagcc.cuny.edu) and Kingsborough (kbcc.cuny.edu) both 
have Divisions of Continuing Education with many varied certificate programs.  
 
The New York City Office of Adult and Continuing Education (OACE) has several 
sites that offer career and technical education (CTE) with an opportunity to 
acquire technology, trade, construction, and business skills. Here are two locations: 
Brooklyn Adult Learning Center, (BALC), 475 Nostrand Avenue, (718) 638-2635 
and The Mid-Manhattan Adult Learning Center (MMALC), 212 W. 120th Street, 
(212) 666-1919.  OACE also offers Licensed Practical Nurse (LPN) and Certified 
Nursing Assistant programs. For information about the programs, check out the 
website at schools.nyc.gov/ChoicesEnrollment/AdultEd and click on programs.  
 
The School of Technical Cooperative Education, 321 East 96th Street in 
Manhattan, co-optech.org. or 212-369-8800. “Coop Tech” offers certificate 
programs (during the afternoons for students up to age 21 attending high school 
and two evenings a week for adults) in carpentry/green construction, welding, pre-
EMT, business, solar technology, electricity, food service, plumbing and in unisex 
salon services. 
 
Opportunities for a Better Tomorrow has two sites in Brooklyn. One is at 783 4th 
Avenue in Sunset Park, (718) 369-0303 and the other is at 25 Thornton Street in 
Bushwick/ Williamsburg, (718) 387-1600. These programs serve youth 17-21. There 
are daily classes in business English and math, keyboarding, office procedures, 
computer training, public speaking and communication and “World of Work.” Pre-
GED and GED classes are also available.  The website is obtjobs.org 
 
Bed-Stuy Restoration Corporation Community Technology Center, 1368 Fulton 
Street, (718) 636-6978. Bed-Stuy Restoration Corporation offers technology 
education, job readiness and job placement. Their website is restorationplaza.org. 
Click on Family Services and then click on Employment Services.  



 

 

 
DYCD, nyc.gov/dycd, click on about dycd, scroll down and click on jobs and 
internships for you, (800) 246-4646, The Department of Youth and Community 
Development was created in 1996 to provide NYC with high quality, supportive 
programs for low income youth and families. Several of these programs help 
connect both in-school and out-of-school youth with jobs and internships. 
 
Brooklyn Workforce Innovations, (BWI), www.bwiny.org, 621 DeGraw St, Brooklyn 
11217, (718) 237 2017. This organization offers training for careers in 
woodworking, truck driving, and cable installation. One of BWI’s programs, Brooklyn 
Woods, is located at 125 8th Street, Brooklyn, (718) 389-3636. Brooklyn Woods 
helps unemployed and low-income New Yorkers start careers in skilled woodworking 
and cabinet-making. There are orientations at this site every Wednesday at 10 a.m. 
 
CAMBA is a non-profit agency that has a long history of providing many kinds of 
services that connect people with opportunities. CAMBA’s main office is at 1720 
Church Avenue/ 2nd floor, Brooklyn, NY, (718) 287-2600, camba.org. The REACH 
Program (Redirection, Evaluation, Assessment, Career and Higher Education) 
located at 2211 Church Avenue, offers a 12 week course in food protection to out-
of-school young adults aged 18-21. Call (718) 462-4244 x 79221 for more 
information. 
 
New York City Housing Authority, (718) 289-8100, offers free job training and 
placement for Housing Authority residents. 
 
Non-traditional Employment for Women, (NEW), 243 W. 20th Street, between 
7th and 8th Avenues (212) 627-6252, new-nyc.org, NEW’s pre-apprenticeship 
programs train women for union jobs that offer paid training throughout the 
apprenticeship period and substantial benefit packages, including health insurance, 
pensions, sick leave and the opportunity for further education. There are 
information sessions on Tuesdays at 10 am and Wednesdays at 6 pm. 
 
Job Corps (800) 733-5627, recruiting.jobcorps.gov, is a Department of Labor free 
education and training program that helps young people learn a career, earn a high 
school diploma or GED and find a good job. 
 
Project Reach Youth,(PRY) 199 14th Street #3, Brooklyn, New York 11215,  
(718) 768-0778, R to 9th Street. This is a non-profit organization that is connected 
to the Lutheran Family Health Center. PRY offers a free 6 month, Monday to Friday 
all day Certified Nurse Training program. For information about this program please 
call 718 630-7150.  



 

 

 
Grace Institute, www.graceinstitute.org, (212) 832-7605. Grace Institute offers 
Business Skills Day Program, Business Skills Evening Program and a 14 week 
Microsoft Office Course, all for women with high school diplomas at very low cost. 
Call to find out the date of the next open house. 
 
Ways to make yourself a stronger candidate  
Join many NYC high school students by becoming a READ tutor. After a 2½ hour 
training, tutors are paid $7.25 an hour for helping children after school several 
days a week. To get information, call (646) 867-6111 or go to readalliance.org and 
click on Teens. 
 
The Liberty Partnerships Program at Long Island University is a free college 
readiness program for juniors and seniors in high school. The program offers 
academic support, tutorial services, SAT prep and enrichment activities. Call (718) 
488-3399 for more information or google Liberty Partnerships Program LIU. 
 
Serve your community     
Be a firefighter: Google FDNY and click on Current Opportunities or call (718) 999-
2169/2179. Scroll down on the FDNY site to find information about becoming an 
Emergency Medical Technician (EMT) or a paramedic.  
 
Travel – see other parts of the country 
Check out AmeriCorps. (www.AmeriCorps.gov) 1 (800) 942-2677. Click on Which 
Program is Right For Me? to get information about the three programs that make 
up Americorps. Then click on Benefits of Service and Frequently Asked Questions 
to find out more. 
 
Here’s a little summary: 
AmeriCorps State and National and AmeriCorps VISTA both sponsor service 
programs in New York State and around the country. You will help meet community 
local needs in education, the environment, public health and safety -- often by 
helping local people and organizations set up programs. You will receive living 
expenses during your year of service and at its completion you will receive $5,500 
to go toward paying for school. If you choose not to go to school you will receive an 
end-of service stipend of $1,500. 
 
As a member of Americorps NCCC (National Conservation Corps) you will work and 
live with others doing hands-on work such as tutoring children, providing disaster 
relief, renovating housing, clearing trails and other active assignments. At the end 
of your service you will receive $5,500 to go toward paying for school or $1,500. 



 

 

 
YouthBuild is a national program that teaches young people how to build new homes 
for people in need. You will spend some time gaining academic skills in classrooms as 
well as learning job skills. This includes participating in on-site training in a 
construction trade. For information call (617) 623-9900 or go to 
www.youthbuild.org. There are two sites in New York City – one managed by the 
Abyssinian Development Corporation in Manhattan at (646) 442-6561 and another 
at Cypress Hills Local Development Corporation in Brooklyn at (718) 647-2800. 
 
Check out Idealist.org for opportunities to serve others. 
 

Find out more about what war is like and what you can do to stop war: 

Remember, military recruiters will make lots of promises to you. They are highly 
trained salespeople. They don’t have to keep any of these promises and they usually 
don’t. Pay special attention to section 9 of the military enlistment/re-enlistment 
document which states:  

“Laws and regulations that govern military personnel may change without notice to 
me. Such changes may affect my status, pay, allowances, benefits and responsibility 
as a member of the Armed Forces regardless of the provisions of this 
enlistment/re-enlistment document.”  

When you sign this document you have to keep all your promises.The first promise 
you make if you choose to sign is to give your body, soul, mind and heart to the 
military for the next eight years – and maybe more, if the military says so. 

Check out these websites: 
Before You Enlist: beforeyouenlist.org 
Brooklyn Peace: brooklynpeace.org 
Yaya Network: yayanetwork.org Click on “This war will not be televised.” 
Project Yano: projectyano.org  Click on “Growing Activists” 
Iraq Veterans Against the War: ivaw.org 
Quakerhouse: quakerhouse.org  Click on “Sgt. Abe, the Honest Recruiter” 
 
And for those you know who are already in the military: 
GI Rights Online: girightshotline.org 
 


